
  REF NO.  HS/S5/19/MED/10 

HEALTH AND SPORT COMMITTEE 

THE SUPPLY AND DEMAND FOR MEDICINES 

SUBMISSION FROM CHIESI LIMITED 

 Chiesi Limited remains concerned regarding the processes used for assessment of 

medicines to treat rare diseases 

 The Scottish Parliament may wish to review medicines of limited clinical value that 

are currently prescribed 

 If all VPAS commitments are adopted, there should be no need for any additional 

control mechanisms 

About Chiesi Limited 

Chiesi Limited welcomes the opportunity to submit a response to the Scottish Parliament’s 

Health and Sport Committee inquiry into the supply and demand for medicines in Scotland. 

Cheisi Limited is an affiliate of Chiesi Farmaceutici S.p.A. an international, research-based, 

pharmaceutical company, based in Parma, Italy.  With over 80 years’ experience, Chiesi is 

dedicated to the research, development and sales of innovative, therapeutic prescription 

medicines in the field of respiratory, neonatology, transplant medicine and rare diseases.  

We are among the top 50 pharmaceutical companies in the world, based on turnover.  

1. Does the system ensure patients receive the most clinically and cost-effective 

treatments and, if not, how can this be improved?  

No. 

Whilst all Chiesi Limited medicines for use in primary care in Scotland have been assessed 

as being clinically effective and cost effective by the Scottish Medicines Consortium (SMC) 

through the Healthcare Technology Assessment (HTA) process, we remain concerned 

regarding the processes used for assessment of medicines to treat rare diseases.  

We recognise that Scotland has implemented changes to processes for orphan and ultra 

orphan medicines which is welcomed, however it is still early days to be fully assured that 

the new processes will provide a robust and timely route for patients to gain access to 

medicines that may not be classified as orphan or ultra orphan and yet still have the same 

challenges such as small patient populations, limited evidence and high levels of 

uncertainty. Patients with rare diseases should not be left behind patients with other 

conditions that, by virtue of the population size, have good access to clinically effective 

treatments. 

2. Does the NHS in Scotland achieve the most value from the money spent on 

medicines and, if not, how can this be improved?  
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The Scottish Parliament may wish to review medicines of limited clinical value that are 

currently prescribed. This may have the opportunity to free up resource for funding 

innovative and transformational treatments. 

3. In what ways can the system be made more efficient?  

NA 

4. How can the medicines budget be controlled while maintaining clinical and cost 

effectiveness? 

Chiesi Limited is a member of the Association of British Pharmaceuticals Industry (ABPI), 

which has a voluntary agreement (VPAS) in place with the UK Government (on behalf of 

the devolved nations). VPAS ensures the annual spend on branded medicines can increase 

by a maximum of two percent every year. Anything over this increase is repaid by industry 

to the NHS. 

VPAS ensures the NHS across the UK has complete budget predictability and can safely 

prescribe the latest and best treatments for patients, knowing that the total bill is capped.  

Chiesi believes that the VPAS works well to control and predict spending on medicines. If 

all VPAS commitments are adopted, there should be no need for any additional control 

mechanisms. 

The table below1 (compiled by IQVIA) shows that spending on medicines, as a percentage 

of the total NHS budget, has decreased since 2015/16 and has only increased by 1% over 

the five-year period to 2017/18.  

 

 

Year 

Total Health Budget 

Audit Scotland 

Government Budget (£b) 

Medicines Spend 

MAT at June (IQVIA)  

(£b) * 

 

% on medicines 

2013-2014 11.1 1.4 12.8 

2014-2015 11.9 1.6 13.4 

2015-2016 12.2 1.7 14.2 

2016-2017 12.9 1.8 13.6 

2017-2018 13.1 1.8 13.8 

  

1 ABPI data on file, Recent trends in NHS medicines bill in Scotland and introduction of a 

Scottish National Formulary, ABPI Scotland, September 2018 


